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187 FIGHTER WING'S MISSION
TH

The 187th Fighter Wing's (187 FW) federal mission is to
maintain well-trained, well-equipped units available for
prompt mobilization to world-wide combat deployment,
domestic disaster relief, and law enforcement operations.
During wartime, the 187 FW is assigned to Air Combat
Command, and its F-16 fighter aircraft stands ready to
support combatant commanders when called upon.
Additionally, its RC-26B Intelligence, Surveillance, and
Reconnaissance aircraft can support a variety of overseas
missions.
• The 187 FW has deployed its F-16 aircraft in recent years in
support of contingency operations. In 2014, the Wing deployed
to Afghanistan for 6 months in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom, and the Wing recently returned from a 3-month
deployment in Southwest Asia in support of Operation Inherent
Resolve.
• The 187 FW routinely supports Air Force operations by
activating its airmen in other career fields for overseas
deployments. For example, 23 civil engineering airmen from the
187 FW have deployed overseas since 2014, with another 60+
deploying in 2018.

When the 187 FW is not mobilized or under federal control, it
reports to the governor of Alabama and is supervised by the
Adjutant General. Under state law, the Air National Guard
provides protection of life, property, and preserves peace,
order and public safety. These missions are accomplished
through emergency relief support during disasters, support
to civil defense authorities, and counterdrug operations.
• The 187 FW has a CERFP (Chemical, Biological, Radiological,
Nuclear and high-yield Explosive [CBRNE] Enhanced
Response Force Package) unit that provides disaster response
to natural disasters and can respond to the release of a
Weapon of Mass Destruction.
• The unit is designed and trained to provide search, extraction,
medical triage, and decontamination of casualties during
CBRNE events and provide advice and assistance to the IC,
State Emergency Management, the State’s Joint Forces
Headquarters (JFHQ-State), the Adjutant General, the
Governor, and other key officials, including representatives of
federal agencies.
• The 187 FW’s RC-26 surveillance aircraft unit has supported
several domestic operations including counter-drug and disaster
response, most recently providing reconnaissance of hurricane
damage in Puerto Rico to support recovery efforts.

